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PEDAGOGICAL SECTION 

Bulletin iv, August, 1919. 

Devoted to the Interests of the Teaching of Scandinavian Languages in America. 

MODERN LANGUAGE STUDY 

Henrik Wergeland, the patriot poet of Norway, says: "Our 
time has understood that the basis of the happiness and life of a 
nation is general culture. If it is not general, the efforts of a 
few individuals to raise the national level can be but uncertain." 

National life was to him the development of intellect, 
knowledge, reason, morality, and the sense of duty. In his 
speeches he illuminated his practical ideas with the glow of 
his poetic temperament and gave a perfect picture of his ideal 
of a state. In one of these speeches he beautifully reconciled the 
national spirit with the universal when at the unveiling of a 
monument of a great patriot he said, "Like this column we will 
be Norwegian in our make-up, in speech, character and grace; 
and yet while keeping the glory of Norwegian citizenship, 
we will look full and wide into the world." 

America entered the world conflict to fight for the princi- 
ples of democracy. Now she will struggle for the fulfillment 
of these principles. We will be American in our make-up, in 
speech, character and grace; and yet while keeping the glory of 
American Citizenship "we will look full and wide into the 
world." We must so comport ourselves as to attain the fullest 
American Citizenship, but in doing so we must bind still closer 
the bonds of universal brotherhood. 

If general culture is the key to life happiness we should open 
the portals wide. Nothing can give a wider scope to general 
culture than language study. Just as Greek and Latin are 
the expression of ancient humanism, so modern languages are 
the medium of new humanism. 

Modern language study is three-fold in its value: cultural, 
philological and commercial. It is cultural because it gives us 
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the great thoughts of master minds of other countries and 
reveals to us through their literature intimate glimpses of the 
life, customs and traditions of other peoples. 

The philological value of language study is inestimable, for 
we cannot master fully our English language, which is funda- 
mental, until we have studied other languages which are related 
to it in its rudiments. 

In this stirring age of growing commercialism, the commer- 
cial value of language study is essentially vital. Our commerce 
with other nations will be greater than ever before. We must 
face the requirements which this intercourse exacts and must 
be ready to meet in the vernacular, as well as business methods, 
the demands of the nations of the world. We must make our 
national life universal. The great Roman Terence says, "I 
consider nothing of human interest, foreign to me." The knowl- 
edge of foreign languages will be a potent factor in this great 
work of reconstruction, for the full understanding of humanity. 

Maren Michelet 

REPORT 

May 1, 1919. 

During the war so much sentiment was aroused against the 
study of foreign languages (except French) that it is not strange 
that the study of the Scandinavian languages suffered thereby 
and made but little if any headway. Radical changes in the 
course of study now adopted in the Minneapolis High Schools 
have curtailed language study and thus diminished considerably 
the enrollment of the classes in Norwegian and Swedish. Still 
there have been sufl&cient numbers enrolled to justify the 
continuance of the work in both languages in all the high schools 
where the work had been introduced. The Swedish work in 
St. Paul lost an ardent and enthusiastic leader in the death of 
Mr. O. A. Abrahamson. The work which he began so well 
continues still. 

Outside the twin cities the work has pursued much the 
same course as before and from the reports received it has 
been ascertained that the majority of the schools where the 
work was hitherto given have continued it. I have no reports 
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showing that either language has gained a new foothold during 
the present school year, but this could hardly be expected. 
That the work has been kept alive is sufficient to prove that it 
has been deep-rooted enough to withstand the hard test to 
which it has been put. 

Now that the war is over it is to be hoped that there will be 
a return to more normal conditions. The one-language wave 
seems already to have spent its fury and we have all reason 
now to believe that foreign language study will again resume 
an important place in the educational work which the era of 
reconstruction demands. 

Foreign language study must be an important factor in 
modern education if we can hope to attain the fullest American 
efficiency, the highest Americanism, and justify our nation's 
claim to recognition from other nations. 

Two new texts have recently come from the publishers. 
They will be a great aid in our Norse work: Bjdrnstjerne 
Bjdrnson's En Fallit edited by J. A. Holvik and published by 
the Augsburg Publishing Co. and Bjornson'sSynnSveSolbakken 
edited by George T. Flom and published by the Free Church 
Book Concern. With these two texts in addition to those 
previously published the want of suitable texts for use in secon- 
dary schools has been considerably alleviated. All teachers of 
Norse in our secondary schools will welcome these texts as 
real aids in the promotion of the work. 

May the work for the advancement of Scandinavian study 
take on renewed strength and growth during the coming year. 
Respectfully submitted, 

MaREN MlCHELET. 



